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TEENS AND THEIR 
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•  Smoking.  Among teens aged 15-16, 42 percent of teens who don’t feel close to
their mother and/or father smoke, compared with 26 percent of teens who do feel

theie pares.el
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TEENS AND THEIR PARENTS IN THE 21ST
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2.  EXPANDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR TODAY’S TEENAGERS:
 EDUCATION, WORK, 
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African Americans and Hispanics significantly underrepresented in this rapidly growing, highly-
paid sector.  Women also are underrepresented in the IT sector, but in contrast to racial
minorities, women are underrepresented because they are less likely to choose science and
engineering fields when in college.

One key reason why some demographic groups are left behind in college attendance is
that parental income reance is
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Teens 
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extensively in community-based organizations, such as arts programs, sports, leadership
initiatives, work with elderly residents, or rehabilitation efforts.8  These at-risk teens are eight
times more likely to respond that it is “very important to get involved with community” than the
average youth, and about twice as likely to “strongly agree” that they feel positively about
themselves and feel that they have some control over their lives.  Thus community-based
organizations can have a significant impact on at-risk youth by providing them with the
opportunity to engage in positive activities and to find value in 
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of TV viewing) can help ensure that youth have a positive experience with TV.  President Clinton
and Vice President Gore led the successful fight for legislation that requires the V-Chip be
installed in all new television sets sold beginning January 1, 2000.  Many parents may find this
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appear to explain trends for younger teen smokers.  However, restrictions on access to cigarette
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per 10,000 teens per year),18 many are potentially preventable.  It is thus vitally important to look
at trends in these deaths and their proximate causes, and to search for strategies that will reduce
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Our inference about the potential
importance of guns as a causal factor in teen
deaths is mirrored in one recent prominent
study, which focuses on the sharp rise in gun-
related deaths among black teens that began in
the mid-1980s.  The authors of this study, Alfred
Blumstein and Daniel Cork, link the
dissemination of guns ins2t1ortae13gun-
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pattern: increased gun fatalities in the early 1990s with no contemporaneous increase in non-
firearm mortality rates.  The rate of teen gun suicides (Chart 6) increased rapidly after the mid-
1980s and the rate of fatal gun accidents was more than four times as high in 1993 as in 1983
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adolescent childbearing in the United States has been tied to a number of negative outcomes for
both the mother and the child.  A recently published collection of studies on teen parenthood
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dramatic increase in female labor force participation and the increase in the prevalence of single-
parent families.  Over just the last five decades, the “traditional” one-breadwinner, one-
homemaker family has been declining as a share of all families, from 56 percent to 24 percent.
The share of married couples in which both spouses work full-time rose from 32 percent to 48
percent from 1968 to 1998.  And the share of single parents working full-time rose from 56
percent to 67 percent over this span.  It is little wonder that when individuals were asked in a
1995 national survey about “always feel[ing] rushed, even to do the things you have to do,” 33
percent of respondents said “yes,” up from 24 percent in 1965.

The increasing parental time spent in the workplace and in commuting puts a substantial
squeeze on families to find time for other important activities, including time for parents to spend
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Age 12-14


